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     e-news 

Dear EUPRERA Member:

In this newsletter: a message to get ‘active’…a ‘White Paper’ proposal on EUPRERA’s strategic direction… new books… international  journal launch…CIPR… conference announcements… and various up dates and news items….

Snowed in or under?

It’s unbelievable that it’s already February and while some of us are snowed under with work others are also snowed in and have to ski to work. What does this have to do with EUPRERA you may ask yourself? Well, we all have to prioritise our activities and we have to juggle between research, education, knowledge transfer and consultancy activities in addition to building and maintaining networks. EUPRERA is such a network and at the moment most initiative seems to stem from Board Members and few other members, who volunteer their time and institutional resources in recognition of being part and parcel of an exciting developing academic network. This message is an appeal to strengthen the network through enhanced participation. We would like to get your ideas and involvement in developing EUPRERA and its networking activity. I thus kindly ask you to consider making space in your busy agendas to get more involvement in EUPRERA. One way would be to regularly visit www.euprera.org and to start using the discussion forums as a means to interact with each other and to share opinions and ideas. You could also consider writing news items like this to Julia Jahansoozi (jjahansoozi@uclan.ac.uk). Obviously many of you participate in events such as the World Public Relations Festival, Bled Symposium and annual EUPRERA Conferences with the benefit of reduced fees and opportunities to meet face to face and see the person from different perspectives. 

Although research and the contribution to the development of a body of knowledge in our field is one of EUPRERA’s priorities, we would also be interested to have your input EUPRERA could promote the sharing of experiences, approaches and curricula related to the education of under- and postgraduate students and professionals (Professional Development). Although it has become a cliché, it would be interesting to know what you think EUPRERA could do for you, and more importantly what you could do for EUPRERA. It’s a members’ organization and thus meant to be run by members for members. At the moment it seems too dependent on the few board members and “regulars” and the key challenge for the development of its future and for becoming a resource for all of us is if we could all spend a bit of time in our busy schedules to share what we do. This may turn out to be time-saving as we know where to go when we need to find something out.


Eric Koper

EUPRERA President 2005
*****************************************

EUPRERA Discussion paper (White Paper) - Günter Bentele
The “White Paper” was written to open a strategically oriented discussion for EUPRERA BoD and EUPRERA members in 2005 concerning the strategic positioning of EUPRERA in a changing situation. The most important aim of this paper should be to help to continue the process of professionalization of EUPRERA. It entails some organizational, structural and activity-related considerations as well as suggestions.

To read Günter’s paper please go to the EUPRERA site (http://euprera.eprn.org) and see the news section under ‘EUPRERA’s latest’ or use the link: http://euprera.eprn.org/show_news.asp?NewsID=81 

A New International Journal
Betteke van Ruler

One of the main objects of our association is to create a platform for discussing our research and paradigms in and ideas regarding public relations in an international context. We do that during our yearly conferences and in our news releases. But it is also important to do it via the “old fashioned” journals. Until now we hardly have truly international scholarly journals in this field. And the few journals on the market have all enormous waiting lists. Starting in 2006, a new scholarly journal will be launched regarding public relations, called International Journal of Strategic Communication. From Europe, Dejan Vercic and Betteke van Ruler are involved, the other editors will be Kirk Hallahan from USA, Derina Holzhauzen from USA/South Africa, and Sriramesh from Asia.

The journal is intended to be truly international in scope and to provide a publication outlet for interdisciplinary research that bridges communication and organizational theory and management. Submissions can address problems grounded in any organizational or communication discipline, but should have clear theoretical implications for how the organization functions or responds to the environment in which it operates.

Articles should be solidly grounded conceptually and should extend understanding of organization or communications theory. The Journal places a premium on provocative and insightful ideas from around the world, not merely research that replicates or extends mainline research to new situations or locales. All methodological approaches are welcomed, 
including commentaries. Qualitative or quantitative research can draw upon on management science, behavioural science, communication science, other social sciences, or the arts and humanities.

IJoSC aims at fostering understanding of the processes, prospects and challenges of communication for organizations in a changing global society. Case studies and other research
centered in a particular nation or area of the world are invited, but should address implications for other organizations, including (but not limited to) organizations that operate across nations or regions.


Please take a few moments to consider this opportunity and contact us if we can answer questions or assist you in your publication pursuits. For details about the journal, visit the journal's editorial web site: http://strategiccommunication.info.

For queries, e-mail to the editorial board at ijosc@lamar.colostate.edu -- or use the link on the web site.


CIPR – Chartered Institute of Public Relations
Excellent news! The IPR has acquired Chartered status (see http://www.cipr.co.uk/charterspecial/index.htm) and is now called the Chartered Institute of Public Relations. This marks the start of referring to Public Relations as a profession rather than occupation.

EUPRERA congratulates the IPR on this great achievement.

New books:
A new book on public relations in Spain has been published: Las relaciones públicas en España. The text was co-ordinated by Jose Luis Arceo and represents a compilation of knowledge and perspectives on public relations. Authors include: Alfredo Arceo, Antonio Noguero I Grau, Sara Magallón, Marta Perlado and many others. The book introduces the reader to the current structure of public relations in Spain, the latest research as well as the different theoretical, technical and strategic approaches regarding the application of the discipline.

Communication and sustainable development edited by Maud Tixier is published this month by Editions d'Organisation in Paris with the participation of major multinational companies at the top level. 

The books examines a wide range of issues and applications of sustainable development from a multitude of perspective including: sustainable development (SD), corporate commitment, critical perspectives on SD, issues of power and economics, and integrating CSR and SD into the strategy and management of an organisation; SD and the media. 


Contributors to the book include: Bertrand Collomb, CEO of Lafarge; Elizabeth Pastore-Reiss, manager of the Ethicity Department at Aegis Media France; Didier Hamon, environment and territorial relations manager, Aéroports de Paris; Serge Perez, CEO of Arnaud Lestang; Henri Bouvet, associate manager at Sovefi; Jacques Bouriez, general manager at Groupe Louis Delhaize; Dominique Norguet, communication manager at Philips; Géraud de Vaublanc, manager for communication in France at Renault; and many more!


Several book launches will take place in prestigious locations starting in March 2005.

For more information regarding the contributors and / or chapter topics please go to the EUPRERA website and see the entry under Member News: http://euprera.eprn.org/show_news.asp?NewsID=80 

Conference Announcement from Betteke van Ruler:
The First European Communication Conference:

"Fifty Years of Communication Research in Europe: Past and Future"

The First European Communication Conference will be held in Amsterdam,

the Netherlands, November 24 to 26, 2005. The conference is convened

by the Department of Communication Sciences at the University of

Amsterdam together with the international journal Gazette, the European

Communication Association (ECA), and the European Consortium for

Communication Research (ECCR).

More information will be made available soon.

Bledcom up date
The search for the public relations metrics is becoming a search for the Holy Grail. There seems to be a lot of talk about evaluation and measurement, but nobody knows exactly what is really being done. Therefore the organisers of BledCom 2005 decided to dedicate the theme of the 12th International Public Relations Research Symposium to Public Relations Metrics: Evaluation and Measurement. The deadline to submit papers has been extended from 1 February to 15 March while authors will be notified on the acceptance/rejection by end of March. All submissions must be sent exclusively through the BledCom website www.bledcom.com/submission. 

BledCom 2005 will take place from 1 until 3 July 2005 at Lake Bled, Slovenia. In order to participate at the symposium, you can register at www.bledcom.com/registration. The regular registration fee is 550 euros, for EUPRERA members 350 euros and for students 150 euros. For more information, please visit www.bledcom.com.


FIGURES  DE L’URGENCE ET COMMUNICATION ORGANISATIONNELLE

Colloque international, Bordeaux 1-2 décembre 2005

Organisé par le GREC/O Groupe de recherche en communication des organisations de l’Université de Bordeaux 3 (CEMIC, EA 532) en liaison avec la Maison des Sciences de l’Homme d’Aquitaine.

For more information please contact Valérie CARAYOL

GREC/O

Valerie.Carayol@u-bordeaux3.fr
Also please visit http://euprera.eprn.org and see the full posting under Member News or go straight to:  http://euprera.eprn.org/forum/forum_posts.asp?TID=84&PN=1&TPN=1
EBOK bibliography searching for a new host

One on the EBOK products is a bibliography of European public relations publications. It contains more than 250 units. Dejan Vercic was serving as a host for past couple of years and also developed software for its storage and accessibility via the Net. He would like to give this task to a new institution willing to work with this information and making it available to colleagues.

EUPRERA BoD is looking for volunteers prepared to sponsor further development of the EBOK bibliography. Therefore, primarily academic institutions are invited to tender for hosting it. Please send your written visions for the future of the EBOK bibliography at your institution and send it to Anne-Marie Cotton am.cotton@arteveldehs.be .  
Up date your personal details!
Don’t forget to update your details on the Euprera site:  (http://euprera.eprn.org ), in the ‘Members Only’ section. It’s very easy to do and only requires a few minutes of your time! We hope this will become a useful networking and contact resource.

Thank you for your news and information items. Don’t forget to send your news in to be posted on the EUPRERA site and also for inclusion in the e-newsletter! All contributions are welcome…

Best wishes

Julia Jahansoozi

Email: JJahansoozi@uclan.ac.uk







